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PROGRAM 
 

Conference: How to incorporate sustainable tropical timber in building? 
Advantages, challenges and opportunities. 
Date & time: October 28th, 2014. From 15.00 to 16.30. 
Venue: Palau de Congressos de Cataluña - Barcelona (Spain). Conference 
room C5. 
 
A European Sustainable Tropical Timber Coalition (European STTC) event, 
organized by COPADE, the platform Madera Justa and the City of Madrid in 
collaboration with PEFC Spain and FSC Spain. 
 
The World Sustainable Building 2014 Conference (World SB14 Barcelona) is the 
largest meeting at global level on sustainable building, where the most important and 
influential international institutions and experts in the field meet. In the frame of this 
event, which will take place from the 28th to the 30th of October in 2014 in Barcelona, 
COPADE organizes, within the scope of the European STTC 
(www.europeansttc.com), a conference about the opportunities, benefits and 
challenges of using sustainable tropical timber in the construction sector, focusing on 
the importance of having a sustainable forest management as an effective way to 
combat deforestation.  
 
Audience: 
This conference is open to all people with any interest in timber and its use in the 
building industry as a way to protect tropical forests, such as: private companies, 
architects, local authorities, university teachers, students and others.  
 
Aims of the conference: 
The session pretends to expose the main problems for the conservation of tropical 
forests, the importance of these forests in terms of biodiversity and carbon sink, and 
positive aspects of using tropical timber (with special focus on sustainable tropical 
timber) in the building sector. In the conference will be explained the main ways to 
make sure that a sustainable timber source has been used, and will consider the 
importance of including Fair Trade in the commerce of tropical timber.  
 
Expected outcomes: 
• To present and disseminate the European STTC to the building sector and its 

main goals and members. 

• To send a strong message to the building market on the importance of buying 
tropical timber from sustainable sources. 
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• To raise public awareness on the benefits of tropical timber use and its role on 
the biodiversity improvement. 

• To encourage the use of tropical timber through the promotion of its 
characteristics and different uses, such as structural timber, outdoor furniture 
and for building. 

• To promote the use of lesser known timber species (LKTS) in the building 
sector. 

 
 
The program of the conference is structured as follows: 
Moderator: Manteca Agüeros, Jaime - Project Manager of Fundación COPADE. 
Mr. Manteca will speak about the European STTC, its aims, main partners and main 
activities. He will speak as well about the importance of Fair Trade inclusion in the 
tropical timber commerce, citing Madera Justa (Fair Timber) as an example of good 
practice. 
 
Speaker 1: Nevado, Miguel - Structural timber engineer and architect, Enmadera. Mr. 
Nevado will explain the main uses that timber has in the building sector, its relevance 
as a structural element together with its new trends, and finally about the importance of 
using timber instead of other material in the construction. Sustainable tropical timber 
will be promoted as a key material to be considered in new constructions and 
rehabilitations of both private and public buildings. 
 
Speaker 2: Alfaya, Valentín - Q&E Corporate Director of Ferrovial.  
Mr. Alfaya from Ferrovial (one of the largest building companies in the world) will 
explain about the importance of tropical timber, presenting some of the main activities 
promoted by Ferrovial in the incorporation of sustainable timber as well as a short 
description of what the challenges are in the sector for the upcoming years. 
 
Speaker 3: Anguita, Gonzalo – General Director of FSC Spain. 
Mr. Anguita will focus on the FSC certification system to guarantee the use of 
sustainable timber in the construction sector. He will promote the using of Lesser 
Known Timber Species with their appropriate technical characteristics for building and 
explain what FSC certified timber means for the tropical forests and their communities. 
 
Speaker 4: Noriega, Ana Belén – General Secretary of PEFC Spain.  
Mrs. Noriega will focus on the PEFC certification system to guarantee the use of 
sustainable timber in the building sector and how to promote its use. Mrs. Noriega will 
explain how chains of custody work, their technical characteristics and how architects 
and other prescribers can specify in their projects the use of sustainably sourced timber 
and the benefits that this entails.  
 
 
For more information please contact Jaime Manteca: jaimemanteca@copade.org. Or 
visit the website: www.copade.org 
 

 


